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whether all the partiesT|are favourable to it or not. This
principle has been written into scores of general arbitration
treaties between nations, and is also specifically laid down, in
Article 13 of the Covenant. Therefore any case must be
Brought before this Court which involves a dispute as to the
interpretation of a treaty, as to any question of international
law, as to the existence of any fact which, if established,
would constitute a breach of any international obligation,
or as to the extent and nature of the reparation to be made
for any such breach.

Perhaps one final objection may be answered here. A
certain eminent jurist would prefer to reserve the organisation
of the League of Nations itself until this new Court has begun
to function, and a full basis of law has been created. The
Council of the League, however, has gone on the assumption
that the two constitutions are complementary the one to the
other, and that they must of necessity be organised at the
same time and develop one alongside the other.

The Court can function only in a well-ordered cohesive
world where there is a continuing mechanism for international
co-operation and development. It must have close at hand
a political organisation, first to supply it with the law which
it is to apply, and second, to give it the necessary authority
and, if need be, sanctions.

Similarly, the League itself must have at hand a Court of
law for the administration and interpretation of its laws and
regulations. Many times, as in the Aaland Islands case, it
will find itself confronted by a pure question of law which
can best be decided by a permanent body of jurists. The
political phase of Hie League will be as dependent on the legal
phase as the legal phase is on the political.

Thus, as one of the prime bases of that scheme of inter-
national organisation which the League of Nations has been
called into being to create, the Permanent Court of Inter-
national Justice, composed of a limited number of the most
highly esteemed judges in the world, entrusted with a certain